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SUBJECT: GENERAL STRIKE: CONVERSATION WITH CEOSL SECRETARY GENERAL 
JOSE CHAVEZ 

REF: QUITO 8003 

1. BEGIN SUMMARY: IN CONVERSATION WITH CEOSL (ECUADOREAN 
CONFEDERATION OF FREE LABOR ORGANIZATIONS) SECRETARY GENERAL 
JOSE CHAVEZ ON NOV. 6, LABOR OFFICER WAS TOLD THAT THE 

THREE LABOR CONFEDERATIONS (CEOSL, CEDOC, AND CTE) STILL 
PLAN ON CONDUCTING A NATIONWIDE GENERAL STRIKE NOV. 13. 

LEADERS OF THE THREE CONFEDERATIONS MET WITH PRESIDENT 
RODRIGUEZ AND LABOR MINISTER AGUIRRE SEPT. 31 AND WERE 
ASKED BY THE PRESIDENT NOT TO STRIKE. 

ACCORDING TO CHAVEZ, RODRIGUEZ PROMISED TO STUDY LABOR 
DEMANDS AND TO RAISE THE MINIMUM WAGE EARLY IN 1976 WHILE 
THREATENING TO REPRESS ANY GENERAL STRIKE. END SUMMARY 

2. JOSE CHAVEZ. SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE ECUADOREAN CON- 
FEDERATION OF FREE LABOR ORGANIZATIONS (CEOSL) TOLD LABOFF 
NOV. 6 THAT ECUADOR'S THREE LABOR CONFEDERATIONS (CTE, 

CEOSL. CEDOC) STILL PLAN TO CARRY OUT A JOINT NATIONAL 
GENERAL STRIKE NOV. 13. 
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3. LEADERS OF THE THREE CONFEDERATIONS MET WITH PRESIDENT 
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RODRIGUEZ AND LABOR MINISTER AGUIRRE SEPT. 31. ACCORDING 
TO CHAVEZ. RODRIGUEZ REVIEWED THE CONFEDERATIONS' LIST OF 
DEMANDS (FORMERLY PUBLISHED) AND WENT THROUGH WHAT THE 
GOE COULD DO ABOUT THEM. HE PROPOSED A JOINT GOVERNMENT/ 
UNION COMMISSION TO REVIEW LEGISLATION WHICH IS VIEWED 
BY THE CONFEDERATION AS ANTI-LABOR. HE SAID THAT THERE 
WOULD BE A RAISE OF THE MINIMUM WAGE EARLY IN 1976, BUT 
NOT THE 50 PERCENT INCREASE DEMANDED BY LABOR. HE COMMENTED 
THAT THE GOE, AS WELL AS THE LABOR MOVEMENT, DESIRED THE 
NATIONALIZATION OF THE PETROLEUM INDUSTRY, BUT FOR THE 
MOMENT, THE COUNTRY NEEDED THE FOREIGN OIL COMPANIES. 

4. CHAVEZ REPORTED THAT AFTER DISCUSSING UNION DEMANDS, 
RODRIGUEZ SAID THAT BY CARRYING OUT A GENERAL STRIKE AT 
THIS TIME THE LABOR MOVEMENT WAS ALIGNING ITSELF WITH THE 
OLIGARCHS AND IMPERIALISTS AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT, SOMETHING 
THE GOE WOULD NOT ACCEPT. THE PRESIDENT SAID THAT IF THE 
CONFEDERATIONS PERSISTED, HE WOULD REPRESS THE STRIKE. 

CHAVEZ CLAIMS THAT HE THEN PERSONALLY PRESENTED THE ARGU- 
MENT THAT THE CONFEDERATIONS WERE EXERCISING THEIR FREE 
RIGHT TO STRIKE AND IF THE GOE MOVED TO PREVENT SUCH 

ACTION THAT THESE WOULD BE MORE PROBLEMS CREATED THAN IF 
THE GOE WOULD NOT INTERVENE. CHAVEZ REPORTED THAT THE 
PRESIDENT SAID THAT HE WOULD CONSIER THE POINT AND THAT 
AS THE MEETING CONCLUDED THERE WAS NO DEFINITE DECISION 
EXPRESSED BY RODRIGUEZ THAT THE STRIKE WOULD BE REPRESSED. 

5. CHAVEZ SAID THAT DURING THE MEETING THE REPRESENTATIVES 
FROM THE COMMUNIST CTE EITHER SUPPORTED THE GENERAL GOE 
POSITION OR REMAINED MUTE AS CHAVEZ EXPLAINED THE WORKERS' 
POSITION. HE ASCRIBES THIS BEHAVIOR TO THE ' FACT THAT 

THE CTE'S CONNECTIONS ARE SO GOOD WITHIN THE GOVERNMENT 
THAT THEY FIND IT UNNECESSARY TO APPLY PRESSURE." 

6. CHAVEZ COMMENTED THAT THE CONFEDERATIONS WERE CERTAIN 
THAT THEIR RANK AND FILE AFFILIATES THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY 
WOULD CARRY OUT THE STRIKE INSTRUCTIONS OF THEIR PARENT 
ORGANIZATIONS. WHEN ASKED ABOUT THE TRANSPORT WORKERS 
HE SAID THAT THE CONFEDERATIONS WOULD FIND A WAY TO ASSURE 
THEIR PARTICIPATION. 
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7. CHAVEZ AND HIS COUNTERPARTS HAVE DECIDED THAT THERE ARE 
TO BE NO WORKER DEMONSTRATIONS OR PARADES BECAUSE THIS WOULD 
INCREASE THE POSSIBILITY OF VIOLENT CONFRONTATIONS WITH 
POLICE. HE IS PERSONALLY CONTEMPLATING ASKING STUDENT 
ORGANIZATIONS TO TAKE TO THE STREETS DURING THE TWELVE 
HOURS OF THE STRIKE. STUDENTS HAVE PUBLISHED DECLARATIONS 
OF SOLIDARITY WITH THE STRIKE AND INDICATED THEY WOULD 
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PARTICIPATE. 

8. COMMENT: THE USE OF STUDENTS IN THE STREETS 
INCREASES THE POSSIBILITY OF VIOLENCE THE DAY OF THE 
STRIKE. LABOFF LEARNED FROM ANOTHER SOURCE THAT THE 
CONFEDERATIONS HAVE BEEN UNSUCCESSFUL IN ENLISTING THE 
COOPERATION OF THE CHAUFFEURS FOR THE STRIKE BECAUSE THEY 
REFUSE TO SUPPORT THE DRIVERS DEMANDS FOR FARE INCREASES. 
CHAVEZ, REALIZING THAT THE STRIKE WILL HAVE ONLY LIMITED 
EFFECTIVENESS WITHOUT THE SHUT-OFF OF TRANSPORTATION 
SERVICES, IS CONTEMPLATING EMPLOYING STUDENTS TO STOP 
COMMERCIAL TRANSPORTATION. THE EMPLOYING OF STUDENTS 
IN THIS MANNER WOULD LIKELY DAMAGE THE GOOD RELATIONSHIP 
BETWEEN CEOSL AND THE CHAUFFERU'S ORGANIZATION. 

BREWSTER 
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